
TITLE 5—GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYEES § 4503 

1981, except it could take effect with respect to any cat-
egory or categories of positions before such day to ex-
tent prescribed by Director of Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of President under former section 2123(e) 
[now subsec. (d)] of this section delegated to Director of 
Office of Personnel Management, see section 2 of Ex. 
Ord. No. 11228, June 14, 1965, 30 F.R. 7739, set out as a 
note under section 301 of Title 3, The President. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Weight to be accorded incentive awards under this 
chapter in selecting employees for promotions, see sec-
tion 3362 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 12 section 1441a. 

§ 4503. Agency awards 

The head of an agency may pay a cash award 
to, and incur necessary expense for the honorary 
recognition of, an employee who— 

(1) by his suggestion, invention, superior ac-
complishment, or other personal effort con-
tributes to the efficiency, economy, or other 
improvement of Government operations or 
achieves a significant reduction in paperwork; 
or 

(2) performs a special act or service in the 
public interest in connection with or related 
to his official employment. 

(Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 443; Pub. L. 
95–454, title V, § 502(a), Oct. 13, 1978, 92 Stat. 
1183.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derivation U.S. Code 
Revised Statutes and Statutes 

at Large 

.................. 5 U.S.C. 2123(a). Sept. 1, 1954, ch. 1208, 

§ 304(a), 68 Stat. 1113. 

The word ‘‘employee’’ is substituted for ‘‘civilian offi-
cers and employees of the Government’’ in view of the 
definition of ‘‘employee’’ in section 4501. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the defi-
nitions applicable and the style of this title as outlined 
in the preface to the report. 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Par. (1). Pub. L. 95–454 inserted ‘‘or achieves a 
significant reduction in paperwork’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Section 504(a) of Pub. L. 95–454 provided that amend-
ment by Pub. L. 95–454 was effective on first day of first 
applicable pay period which began on or after Oct. 1, 
1981, except it could take effect with respect to any cat-
egory or categories of positions before such day to ex-
tent prescribed by Director of Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Cash awards for suggestions, inventions or scientific 
achievements, see section 1124 of Title 10, Armed 
Forces. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 4502, 4504 of this 
title; title 12 section 1441a; title 50 section 403e–1. 

§ 4504. Presidential awards 

The President may pay a cash award to, and 
incur necessary expense for the honorary rec-
ognition of, an employee who— 

(1) by his suggestion, invention, superior ac-
complishment, or other personal effort con-
tributes to the efficiency, economy, or other 
improvement of Government operations or 
achieves a significant reduction in paperwork; 
or 

(2) performs an exceptionally meritorious 
special act or service in the public interest in 
connection with or related to his official em-
ployment. 

A Presidential award may be in addition to an 
agency award under section 4503 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 443; Pub. L. 
95–454, title V, § 502(b), Oct. 13, 1978, 92 Stat. 
1183.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derivation U.S. Code 
Revised Statutes and Statutes 

at Large 

.................. 5 U.S.C. 2123(b). Sept. 1, 1954, ch. 1208, 

§ 304(b), 68 Stat. 1113. 

The words ‘‘In instances determined by the President 
to warrant such action’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
word ‘‘employee’’ is substituted for ‘‘civilian officers 
and employees of the Government’’ in view of the defi-
nition of ‘‘employee’’ in section 4501. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the defi-
nitions applicable and the style of this title as outlined 
in the preface to the report. 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Par. (1). Pub. L. 95–454 inserted ‘‘or achieves a 
significant reduction in paperwork’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Section 504(a) of Pub. L. 95–454 provided that amend-
ment by Pub. L. 95–454 was effective on first day of first 
applicable pay period which began on or after Oct. 1, 
1981, except it could take effect with respect to any cat-
egory or categories of positions before such day to ex-
tent prescribed by Director of Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested in Director of Office of Personnel 
Management under this section insofar as it affects of-
ficers and employees in or under executive branch of 
Government to be performed without approval of Presi-
dent, see section 2 of Ex. Ord. No. 11228, June 14, 1965, 
30 F.R. 7739, set out as a note under section 301 of Title 
3, The President. 

EX. ORD. NO. 9586. THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF 
FREEDOM 

Ex. Ord. No. 9586, July 6, 1945, 10 F.R. 8523, as amend-
ed by Ex. Ord. No. 10336, Apr. 3, 1952, 17 F.R. 2957; Ex. 
Ord. No. 11085, Feb. 22, 1963, 28 F.R. 1759; Ex. Ord. No. 
11515, Mar. 13, 1970, 35 F.R. 4543, provided: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the 
armed forces of the United States, it is ordered as fol-
lows: 

SECTION 1. Medal established. The Medal of Freedom is 
hereby reestablished as the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, with accompanying ribbons and appurtenances. 
The Presidential Medal of Freedom, hereinafter re-
ferred to as the Medal, shall be in two degrees. 

SEC. 2. Award of the Medal. (a) The Medal may be 
awarded by the President as provided in this order to 
any person who has made an especially meritorious 
contribution to (1) the security or national interests of 
the United States, or (2) world peace, or (3) cultural or 
other significant public or private endeavors. 

(b) The President may select for the award of the 
Medal any person recommended to the President for 
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